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State and Local Prosecutors
At the state court level, titles for prosecuting attorneys vary according to position 

and jurisdiction. Prosecutors may be city attorneys, county attorneys, district attorneys, 
prosecuting attorneys, or commonwealth’s attorneys. Most states hold elections to select 
district attorneys. As noted in the previous chapter, the process of voter selection of a 
prosecutor, much like judges, is steeped in politics and may introduce bias into the sys-
tem. Prosecutors, above all others, are expected to uphold the values of fairness and justice 
and initially represent the rights of the accused. This mission statement exemplifies the 
standards:

To professionally and completely prosecute crimes and investigate potential crimes 
on behalf of the people of the State . . . and in doing so, do justice, advocate vic-
tims’ rights and advise and consult in the deterrence and prevention of crime; to 
ensure the open, evenhanded and humane administration of justice.8
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Figure 8.1  n  Office of the Attorney General Organizational Chart

Source: U.S. Department of Justice. (2006). Organization, mission and functions manual. 




